96

Varthamana Mahaveera was born in 59&
B.C. to Siddhartha near Vaisali. At the age of 30
he became an ascetic and did penance. After 13
years he got Enlightenment. He was called Jina,
the conqueror oflndriyas or passions. His follow-
ers were called Jains. He went from place to
place for propagating his principles. King Ajata
Saturu, Bimbisara and Chandra Gupta
Maurya followed his religion. Mahaveera was
the last and 24th Theerthankara, a saint who
took people along a bridge across the ocean of
existence or Samsara. According to the sacred
books of the Jains Rishaba who is mentioned in
the Rig Veda and in the Bhagavatha is said to be
the first Theerthankara. Neminatha who was
said to be a contemporary ofBhagavan Krishna
was the 22ndTheerthankara. Parsvanatha was
the son ofAswasena who lived in the 9th century
B.C. as king ofBenaras. Parswanatha is said to
be the 23rd Theerthankara. The followers of
Parsvanatha were called Svethambaras or white-
clad. The followers of Varthamana Mahaveera
were called Digambaras or sky-clad. Their as-
cetics did not wear any clothes Mahaveera passed
away near Patna in 527 B.C. at the age of 72.

Sir, kindly tell me about the teachings of
Mahaveera?

Mahaveera denied the existence of a separate
God as the creator of the universe. He said, "God
is only the highest, noblest and fullest mani-
festation of the powers lying latent in the
soul of man". Parsvanatha advocated four prin-
ciples which were (1) Non-stealing, (2) Not to
injure a life, (3) Not to tell lies and (4) Not to